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Burglars get few bucks for their bangs

TAMPA — Thieves drive their way into
three Camoliwood businesses Tuesday
but leave with [itlle to show for it

By PAULO LIMA
af the Tampa Tribune

Forget smash-and-grab break-ns,
Burglars whio struck three Carrollwood
busineases Tuesday morning resorted
to a crash-and-grab technique,

Between 6 aum. and 7 a.m. Tuesday,
someone plowed a car or truck through
the fronts of three businesses within
two miles of one another on Morth Dale
Mabry Highway

While they seem to have the
craghing part down, the thieves
apparently need work on the grabbing,
They inflicted several thowsands of
dollars in damage to the businesses but
pol only a few elephones (o show for
their efforts.

Compater Renaissance at 14405 N,
Irade Mabry Highway had the most
damage. The impact shattered two Sby-
T-foot glazs panes and pushed their
supperting metal beams into the store
alrout a foot.

While the glass bore spider-webbed
shatler patterns, it did not yvield tw e
intruders, Store manager Jim Funk
credited a protective window film they
installed less than bwo months ago,

“We've had other incidents of
attempted breakans in the past, so we
put in that 3M safety film on the
windlows,” Funk saicl. "We did
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Kennath Lyles of A-Christian Glass
claans up outside Computer
Renalssance, the most severaly damaged
of three businesses mmmed by

burglars Tuesday marning.

spmicthing defensive, bt we never
thought about reinforcing the beams.”

Funk said preliminary eslimates
placed the dameee to his dore
=2 (WM,

Tire treads were visible on the
sidewalk outside Uptech Compter,
11127 M. Dale Mabry Highway, Again,
the thiewes failed to get inside the store,

but managed to dislodge a portion of a
will beneath the storefront window,

The alarm drove the crooks away
empty-handed,

About 7 a,m., the thieves got inside
the GTE Phone Mart at 12400 N, Dale
Mabry Highway. A witness saw a green
sport wlility vehicle, possibly a Jeep
Cherokee, backed up on the adewalk.

The car shattered a glass front door,
leaving its mangled metal remnants
hanging by the hinges.

The thieves strugghed to steal a fax
machine on a display pedestal, but were
unable to disconnect the wires, 4 few
steps away, a stack of identical fax
machines remained undisturbaed in
their boxes, The intruders escaped only
with a few cordbesa phones amd
business telephone systems,

“It's comical to me,” said David
Greene, a sabks derk. “They obviously
didn’t case the place.” [Thig] business
i5 not umheard of, but such drastic
mesasures are wsually nsed on
buginesses that sell such items as
jewelry and guns that are easier (o
peddle on the street,

“It doesn’t sound like it was someone
whio knew what they were doing,” said
Hillsborough sheriiils Detective Rick
Crarcia, who is investigating the
burglaries,

*F Paulo Lima covers law enfoncement
in Hillsborowgh County and can be
reached at (813) 885-5437.
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